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children and, through them, the interaction of character
and the inimical forces which were then let loose. The
post-War years of any period have invariably made life
dangerous for the individual and for society alike.
After that war it was a marvel that the oncoming genera-
tion did not sink irretrievably into the slough of cynical
passivity. A marvel, indeed! In some countries the
new generation has saved itself, temporarily at least, by
yielding unconditionally to a wave of unreasoning
patriotism ; in England it has been saved by the sudden
unaccountable emergence of Edwardian sentiment in a
modified form. Whence it came and how are mysteries ;
but at least one young man had premonition of its
arrival and, coming most carefully upon the hour, wrote
a play which could not help but enjoy a long run at
Drury Lane.

Through that decade (which in retrospect appears as
one long, continuous and disreputable night-club) the
Prince of Wales passed with the rest of us. He was no
more sheltered from its insidious influence than any
others of our generation. It was a testing-time of such
intensity that many have failed to come through. They
have lost their hold on life. The odds against them were
too great. (The Lax Twenties ! That we should be
alive to tell the tale is something to be wondered at!
But perhaps we speak too soon. We have yet to learn
what the Thirties have in store.) It is not merely because
we have lived through those years that we believe them
go be unprecedented as regards the havoc they have
wrought and the hopelessness they have bequeathed.
After so tremendous an upheaval temporary chaos was
inevitable. And what has been its effect upon the
Prince ? When so many have been chilled by disillusion's
icy finger it would be pointless to pretend that he has
escaped untouched. Pointless, too, to pretend that, the
dangers of the post-War years were any less real to Mtn
than to others.

The writer is not thinking here of those abstractions
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